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Hong Kong’s ‘One Country, Two Systems’
Under the Xi Jinping Administration

Toru Kurata
Professor, College of Law and Politics, Rikkyo University

[ Abstract )

While Xi Jinping’s Hong Kong policy puts stress on the ‘“national
security” issues, many social and political movements still occurred,
including the anti-national education movement in 2012, the Umbrella
movement in 2014, and the Hong Kong independence movement that peaked
in 2016. All of these events resulted in the “One Country, Two Systems”
falling into a critical situation. Since 2016, to quiet the movements down, the
Central government used harder power policies to the independence and
democratization movements, and at the same time, they let unpopular Chief
Executive C.Y. Leung step down. Carrie Lam, the newly elected CE, used
partly soft-power policy to make the relationship with Democrats better,
which succeeded in regaining the government’s popularity. However, she
kept taking a firm attitude against the independence movement, and at the
same time, shows no willingness to compromise when it comes to national
projects. Additionally, with the central government’s strong interference in
Hong Kong, the country’s “high degree of autonomy” is under

transformation.

Keywords: “One Country, Two Systems”, China-Hong Kong Relationship,

Democratization, Hong Kong Independence, Xi Jinping
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